AVEBURY

and barns.    But each year the work of excavation, under the
direction of Mr. Keiller, is making it easier to visualise Avebury
as it was.   A considerable part of the West Kennet Avenue,
which connected Avebury with Overton Hill, has been un-
covered and the buried stones re-erected.   This avenue leads
through an opening in the bank and ditch to the two gigantic
megaliths which formed the southern portals of the circle. Ori-
ginally the monument within the earthworks consisted of an
outer circle of sarsen stones inside which were two concentric
circles, the northern having in its centre three stones and the
southern a monolith.   At the present time the ditch is being
cleared of the rubbish of the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries and the positions of the stones of the outer circle
plotted, those buried being re-erected.  The stones are roughly
dressed to two types, one oblong or columnar and the other an
asymmetrical diamond shape.   This year's excavations have
also revealed a causeway through the bank and ditch at the
north of the Circle, while the stone-holes which have been
discovered suggest the possibility that a megalithic avenue
leading northwards, or alternatively a third circle, existed be-
fore the building of the earthworks.   The date of Avebury can
now be definitely assigned to the Early Bronze Age, probably
between the years 1900-1800 B.C.  Mr. Keiller and Mr. Piggott,
in their report on the West Kennet excavations, say that by the
early Iron Age Avebury's sanctity, unlike that of Stonehenge,
had been completely forgotten.   * In fact the contemporaries of
the Druids, so far from watching stately processions of mistle-
toe-bedizened, white-robed priests winding along the avenue,
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